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Previously on Stranger Things... a year after the terrifying 
events surrounding Will’s disappearance, his friends and 
family encounter new threats from vicious demodogs to the 
Shadow Monster who possesses Will and forces him to do 
terrible things. Meanwhile, Eleven has survived her battle 
with the demogorgon, but lives in hiding with Hopper to 
escape the scientists who experimented on her once before. 
Trading one prison for another, she breaks out and reconnects 
with her long lost mother and surrogate sister, Kali, only to 
discover her true family is her friends. A new friend, Max, 
grows closer to Lucas, and Dustin forms an unlikely alliance 
with Steve.  Together, they free Will from the Shadow Monster 
and close the gate once and for all. Eleven reunites with 
Mike and finally gets to go to the Snow Ball. Hopper adopts 
Eleven, whose real name is Jane, and begins a new chapter in 
their story.
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ACT ONE

FADE IN:

INT. HAWKINS LABORATORY - CORRIDOR - NIGHT

Tiny bare feet patter across a cold linoleum floor. YOUNG 
ELEVEN (7) wanders through the corridor in a hospital gown. 

She turns a corner and finds EIGHT (AKA “KALI”) (10). 

EIGHT
He's here. 

YOUNG ELEVEN
Where?

EIGHT
Everywhere.

CLICK. CLICK. It's FOOTSTEPS coming from behind them. They 
turn... there's nothing there.

Wait. At the end of the corridor, there's a SHADOW OF A TALL 
FIGURE cast on the wall. 

IT MOVES! The shadow leaves the wall, moving down the 
corridor. Coming for them.

The girls turn and run.

INT. OBSERVATION ROOM - CONTINUOUS

SCIENTISTS watch Eight and Eleven on TV monitors. But the 
girls aren’t running, they're asleep. Eyes darting beneath 
the lids, reacting to something horrifying.

The scientists monitor them with sensors and numerous 
instruments - a sea of glowing dials, graphs and meters.

DR. BRENNER enters and studies the monitors.

DR. BRENNER
When did she pull her in?

SCIENTIST #1
About ten minutes ago. Look...

He presents Dr. Brenner with an EKG print out.

SCIENTIST #1 (CONT’D)
Their delta waves are in sync.
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There’s a slight alteration in the SOUND of the EKG MACHINE.

ON THE GRAPH, the ink needles move at a frantic pace.

SCIENTIST #2
Something's happening.

The little girls’ pulses race. Their breathing is heavy.

INT. CORRIDOR - NIGHT (DREAM)

The girls are running. The dark figure is getting closer. 

They come around a corner, IT’S THERE! The darkness grows, 
like a fog trying to consume them. They stumble backwards, 
running back the other way.

INT. OBSERVATION ROOM - CONTINUOUS

The girls convulse in their beds. One of the machines begins 
a slight CHIRPING. Brenner scans it, likes this.

SCIENTIST #1
Pulses are elevated. Should we wake 
them up?

DR. BRENNER
No.

INT. CORRIDOR - NIGHT (DREAM)

The girls reach a pair of double doors. They’re locked. They 
can't turn back. 

Eleven focuses on the doors... as if she's about to use her 
power to bust them open.

Then suddenly, the ground beneath Eleven gives way. She's 
fallen into a POOL OF BLACK SLUDGE. The more she struggles, 
the more she sinks, like quicksand. She SCREAMS.

YOUNG ELEVEN
Help me!

Eight tries to pull her out. It's too slippery.

EIGHT
I can't!

The dark shadow is coming. It’s shape is shifting into a MAN 
with smooth, grayish-black skin and a featureless face.
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As it comes closer, its long, slender hands reach for Eleven. 
She panics. He's pushing her under.

INT. OBSERVATION ROOM - CONTINUOUS (INTERCUT)

Eleven begins choking. The needle of the graph gives a sharp 
pitch up, plunges, then surges again and again.

A warning BEEPER has begun, the instruments light up like 
Christmas lights.

EIGHT (CONT’D)
(in her sleep)

Don't hurt her! Please!

POP POP POP. The machines are frying, smoking from an 
electrical surge. 

Eleven struggles. She's dying. Dr. Brenner relents, 
disappointed.

DR. BRENNER
Wake them. Now.

Scientist #1 CLICKS an intercom button.

SCIENTIST #1
Wake them up!

INT. SLEEPING CHAMBERS - CONTINUOUS

NURSES enter the room. They wave smelling salts under the 
girls’ noses, waking them. They GASP, coming to.

One of the nurses comforts Eleven.

COMFORTING NURSE
You're safe. It was just a dream. 
Nothing's gonna hurt you.

Dr. Brenner enters. Eleven looks up at him with fear. Knows 
she’s far from safe.

DR. BRENNER
What happened? What did you see?

YOUNG ELEVEN
The Nightmare Man. 

DR. BRENNER
Did you stop him?

Eleven shakes her head. 
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DR. BRENNER (CONT’D)
We can't outrun our fears. We must 
confront them head on.

Eleven shakes her head again. Dr. Brenner is more than 
disappointed, he’s upset. 

DR. BRENNER (CONT’D)
Put them back under.

YOUNG ELEVEN
No! No, papa!

The nurses hesitate, but with a look from Dr. Brenner, they 
do as instructed, strapping the girls down.

The Comforting Nurse fills a syringe with a sedative. She’s 
about to inject it into Eleven’s IV when--

WHOOMP! THE NURSE FLIES BACK INTO THE WALL WITH INCREDIBLE 
FORCE. THE SYRINGE SCATTERS ACROSS THE FLOOR.

Eleven locks eyes with Dr. Brenner. 

DR. BRENNER
Extraordinary.

He picks up the syringe. Eleven silently protests. Despite 
her abilities, she is powerless. He's in control. He injects 
the sedative into her IV. Within seconds, she’s out.

In the Observation Room, the ink graph dances frantic again.

INT. WHEELER HOUSE - BASEMENT - NIGHT (PRESENT DAY)

Eleven (12) wakes from her nightmare. She takes in her 
surroundings. 

Her friends - WILL, DUSTIN, LUCAS and MAX - are all asleep in 
their sleeping bags. She sighs, relieved. But where's Mike? 

His sleeping bag is empty.

ELEVEN
Mike?

Her eyes search the room. 

ELEVEN (CONT’D)
Mike?

MIKE (O.C.)
What's wrong?
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She smiles, he's okay, then turns to him.

Panic. 

The NIGHTMARE MAN is standing behind MIKE who doesn't see 
him. Eleven barely has time to react--

The Nightmare Man GRABS HOLD of Mike, pulling him into a VOID 
OF DARKNESS. He's gone.

ELEVEN
Mike! Mike!

Despite her screams, the others remain asleep. She tries to 
wake Lucas... Dustin.

ELEVEN (CONT’D)
Help!

It's no use. They won't wake up.

ELEVEN (CONT’D)
Mike!

She cowers on the floor, powerless.

INT. HOPPER'S HOUSE - ELEVEN'S BEDROOM - NIGHT (REAL WORLD)

Eleven wakes. She's somewhere else. She's home. It was all 
just a dream.

She looks around her bedroom. It’s softer than her cabin 
bedroom. Shades of pink. Photos with her friends. Posters. 
Much like Nancy’s bedroom. Pretty.

The bedroom door opens. HOPPER enters. 

HOPPER
Everything oka--

WHOOMP! Eleven's powers send him FLYING BACK into the 
hallway. He's knocked out cold. 

Eleven freaks. She jumps out of bed, rushes over to him.

ELEVEN
Daddy?

(shakes him)
Daddy?!

Still no response. As she keeps shaking him...

CUT TO:
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MAIN TITLES

INT. LIVING ROOM - HOPPER'S HOUSE - NIGHT

Hopper sits on the couch holding an ice pack to the back of 
his head. He lets out a loud GROAN. He glances over at 
Eleven. She's upset.

HOPPER
Hey, hey. I said I'm fine. 
Nothing's broken. Are you okay?

She doesn't answer. Just nods.

HOPPER (CONT’D)
The nightmares. They're getting 
worse.

Eleven looks away. Shutting down. Hopper pulls back.

HOPPER (CONT’D)
We need hot chocolate. Hot 
chocolate is the cure all for 
nightmares, concussions...

He rises. Whoa. A dizzy spell sits him right back down.

HOPPER (CONT’D)
I may need a minute. 

Eleven silently cries.

ELEVEN
I hurt you.

HOPPER
It was an accident. Don't cry. 
Please?

(wipes her tears)
I think it's time we talk about 
these dreams you've been having. Is 
it the gate?

QUICK FLASHBACK - Eleven SCREAMS, using everything she has to 
close the gate and stop the massive Shadow Monster.

BACK TO PRESENT

Eleven fidgets. She doesn't want to talk about this.
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HOPPER (CONT’D)
You know, when you go through 
something like that, it can leave a 
mark. 

Eleven frowns. She thinks he means literally.

HOPPER (CONT’D)
Not like an actual mark. I mean it 
stays with you. You can't shake it.
Army shrinks called it Post 
Traumatic Stress something or 
other. Your brain gets a little 
wonky.

ELEVEN
Wonky?

HOPPER
Messed up. The good news is that it 
passes. You just have to give it 
time. And hot chocolate helps. 

Hopper rises. He's got it this time.

HOPPER (CONT’D)
Coming right up.

He puts down the ice pack and makes his way to the kitchen. 
Eleven retreats back to her bedroom.

INT. ELEVEN'S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Eleven reaches underneath her mattress. She pulls out a 
sketchbook and flips it open. There's a sketch of the 
Nightmare Man. Eleven stares at it.

The image SHIFTS. It's hand reaches for her. 

She kicks the sketchbook off her bed. She shuts her eyes. 
Willing it to not be real.

She opens her eyes. The sketch is normal again. 

It was just her imagination... right?

INT. LUCAS' BEDROOM - NIGHT 

Lucas wakes with a start. Someone's POUNDING on his window.

LUCAS
What the...?
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It's Dustin. Lucas rises, annoyed. 

LUCAS (CONT’D)
Ah shit, Dustin!

DUSTIN
Open up.

Dustin pounds again.

LUCAS
I'm coming!

He makes his way to the window, opens it.

LUCAS (CONT’D)
Are you crazy? It's 2 o'clock in 
the morning!

DUSTIN
This couldn't wait. Check it, 
washing powder in the pipes.

LUCAS
What?

DUSTIN
It's the ultimate prank. We flush 
all the toilets, turn on all the 
sinks, and the hallways fill with 
soap suds.

LUCAS
That'll never work.

DUSTIN
We could fill the place with 
balloons.

LUCAS
They did that last year.

DUSTIN
Or chickens.

LUCAS
Where are we gonna find chickens?

DUSTIN
There are farms all around here. 
Come on.
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LUCAS
No, you come on. It's a senior 
prank. We're not seniors.

DUSTIN
That's why it's so genius. Pulling 
off the ultimate prank before we're 
even freshman. We'll be kings.

LUCAS
We'll be killed.

DUSTIN
But--

LUCAS
Let it go, man. 

Lucas shuts the window. Dustin continues his pitch.

DUSTIN
(filtered)

We could put Jell-O in the pool.

Lucas closes his curtains, shutting out Dustin for good. He 
turns and startles. 

ERICA, his little sister, stands in his doorway, full of 
attitude.

ERICA
Your nerdy friend woke me up.

LUCAS
So.

ERICA
So, I'm telling mom.

Lucas climbs back into bed.

LUCAS
Fine. Tell her.

ERICA
And dad.

LUCAS
Get out.

He tosses his pillow at her. 

ERICA
Mom! Lucas hit me!
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LUCAS
Liar!

She takes off. Lucas chases after her.

INT. WILL'S BEDROOM - BYERS HOUSE - NIGHT

Will lies in bed, wide awake. He glances down at Mike who's 
asleep in a sleeping bag on the floor.

WILL
Mike? You awake?

Mike stirs. Groggy.

MIKE
Yeah, sure. Did you sleep?

WILL
Little bit. Not really.

(then)
Sometimes I forget what it's like.

MIKE
What?

WILL
Being normal. Jonathan says it's 
better not to be, but...

MIKE
It was safe. 

WILL
Do you think things will ever be 
normal again? 

MIKE
They already are. We closed the 
gate. The Shadow Monster is gone. 
The bad men are gone. Pretty soon 
it's just going to be another 
boring summer. 

WILL
(hopeful)

Think so? 

MIKE
Know so. And if something does 
happen, El can protect us. 

This comforts Will. 
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WILL
Yeah. Sorry I woke you.

MIKE
No worries. I was barely asleep. 

Will nods. No worries. Mike goes back to sleep. Slowly, Will 
drifts off, closing his eyes.

CLICK.

INT. HAWKINS LABORATORY - CORRIDOR - NIGHT (DREAM)

Will opens his eyes. He looks around. How did he get here?

WILL
Hello? 

He turns to find Eleven. 

WILL (CONT’D)
Are we in the Upside Down?

ELEVEN
No. 

CLICK. There's that noise again. 

Will looks past Eleven and sees something. His eyes go wide.

The Nightmare Man. The clicks are his footsteps echoing. It 
moves in the shadows quickly, reaching out, but not for him. 

It wants Eleven.

WILL
No!

INT. WILL'S BEDROOM - BYERS HOUSE - NIGHT (REAL WORLD)

Will opens his eyes. He glances down at Mike who has fallen 
back asleep. 

WILL
No worries. No worries. No...

But he is worried. It's happening again. 

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. HAWKINS MIDDLE SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY (DREAM)

Dustin struts down the hallway with confidence. He PURRS at a 
group of SNOBBISH GIRLS. Surprisingly, they eat it up.

School bullies TROY and JAMES block his path.

TROY
That prank you pulled, that was 
pretty sweet. 

JAMES
Wish I was cool as you.

DUSTIN
Keep trying, boys.

Dustin continues his strut. On top of the world. He smiles at 
another GIRL. She reacts, horrified. 

Dustin stops. Something's wrong. His mouth clenches. Oh no. 
He spits into his hands.

SEVERAL BLOODY TEETH fall out. What the hell?

DUSTIN (CONT’D)
No no no no.

He freaks as more fall out. The kids laugh.

TROY
Freak!

Dustin looks around at their laughing faces. He backs away 
from them, turns-- collides with The Nightmare Man! 

He stumbles back, falling onto the ground. He winces, lifting 
his shirt. 

THERE'S SOMETHING MOVING IN HIS STOMACH TRYING TO GET OUT! 

DUSTIN
Holy shit!!!

INT. DUSTIN'S BEDROOM - DAY (REAL WORLD)

Dustin startles awake, arms flailing. He checks his teeth. 
They're all there. He sighs, thank God!
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He jumps out of bed and looks into his mirror. He lifts his 
shirt, examining his stomach. All good.

He plops back onto his bed, relieved. 

DUSTIN
Son of a bitch.

He jumps back up and gets dressed.

EXT. DINER - DAY

Dustin stakes out the parking lot on his bike. DR. SAM OWENS 
exits the diner. Dustin rides up to him, stopping fast and 
cutting him off.

DR. OWENS
Hey! Jesus! Dustin, not again.

DUSTIN
Sorry, Dr. Owens. I had another 
dream. This time all of my teeth 
fell out and something was trying 
to get out of my stomach.  

DR. OWENS
I'm sure Freud would have a field 
day with that.

DUSTIN
It has to mean something.

DR. OWENS
Shouldn't you be in school?

Dr. Owens goes around Dustin and heads to his car. Dustin 
pedals after him.

DUSTIN
Just listen. That cave monster spit 
in my mouth. Like in my mouth.

DR. OWENS
We've been over this. We ran every 
test in the book and they all came 
up normal. 

DUSTIN
What if it's the kind of infection 
that doesn't show up on a test?
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DR. OWENS
It's been months. If an alien was 
going to pop out of your chest--

DUSTIN
Inter-dimensional being, not an 
alien. 

DR. OWENS
Dustin, you're fine. I'll see you 
around.

Dr. Owens gets into his car. Dustin leans into the driver-
side window.

DUSTIN
Typhoid Mary.

DR. OWENS
What?

DUSTIN
Typhoid Mary. We learned about her 
in biology. She made a bunch of 
people sick in the 1900's. Only she 
didn't know it because she was an 
asymptomatic carrier. That means--

DR. OWENS
I know what it means. Are you 
making people sick?

DUSTIN
Well... no. But--

DR. OWENS
Good day, Mr. Henderson.

Dustin relents and backs out of the window.

Dr. Owens pulls out of the parking lot and drives off, 
leaving Dustin to his spinning theories.

INT. BYERS HOUSE - JOYCE'S BEDROOM - DAY

JOYCE sits on the edge of her bed. It's covered with books 
like Childhood Traumatic Events and Understanding Your 
Child’s Pain. She's reading Parenting the Troubled Child.

WILL (O.S.)
Mom? Mom, we're leaving.
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JOYCE
Just a second.

WILL (O.S.)
Mom. We're gonna be late.

She puts the book down and exits.

INT. LIVING ROOM - BYERS HOUSE - DAY

Joyce enters to find Will and Mike, backpacks strapped on and 
ready to leave. JONATHAN is clearing breakfast.

JOYCE
Are you sure you don't want me to 
give you ride?

WILL
There's no time. You can't be late 
for work.

JOYCE
I can be late. Or, maybe let 
Jonathan take you.

WILL
Mom, you're doing it again. I'm 
fine.   

Will looks to Mike to reassure her. 

MIKE
Yeah. Totally fine. Thanks for 
letting me stay over on a school 
night.

WILL
We gotta go.

JOYCE
Okay.

She hugs Will tight, giving him a quick kiss.

JOYCE (CONT’D)
Have a great day at school.

Will and Mike leave. Joyce sighs.

JONATHAN
I thought you were going to ease 
up.
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JOYCE
I'm easy. Easy-Peasy.

Her face falls. 

JOYCE (CONT’D)
I have to get to work. Have you 
seen my keys?

She checks around for them. Jonathan helps.

JONATHAN
We can talk about Bob, if you want. 

JOYCE
Has Will talked to you about how 
he's doing?

JONATHAN
He just told you he was fine. 

JOYCE
I know what he told me, but I know 
he tells you more. 

As she searches, she looks underneath a box and accidentally 
drops it. Items fall out... puzzles, books, and a framed 
photo of Bob and Joyce.

Joyce picks up the frame.

JOYCE (CONT’D)
What's this?

JONATHAN
Bob's landlord called. He packed up 
Bob's stuff for Goodwill. Thought 
we might want a few things. 

Joyce returns the items to the box and closes it.

JOYCE
Just put it in the storage shed. 

JONATHAN
I was up late last night. I heard 
Will talking to Mike.

JOYCE
What did he say? Don't hold out on 
me, Jonathan. Tell me.
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JONATHAN
He just needs to feel like normal 
is possible after everything that's 
happened.

JOYCE
What if it's not? The books all say 
the same thing, some kids are never 
the same after a traumatic event. 
He’s had two of them.

JONATHAN
He's stronger than you think. And 
so are you.

JOYCE
This isn't about me. Maybe I should 
take him back to therapy.

JONATHAN
No, mom. Just leave him be. Okay?

Joyce finally finds her keys inside her purse. She caves.

JOYCE
Okay. 

Joyce heads out. Jonathan picks up the box of Bob's 
belongings and takes it out back to the shed.

EXT. HAWKINS MIDDLE SCHOOL - DAY

Lucas and Max ride up on Lucas' bike. Dustin rides up behind 
them just as Will, Mike, and Eleven arrive. Eleven is still 
getting the hang of riding her own bike, wobbling a bit, but 
she manages to stop without falling. 

MIKE
You're getting better.

She smiles at the compliment. They slot their bikes into the 
bike rack and head for the entrance.

MAX
Hey, Dustin.

He ignores her, talking only to Lucas.

DUSTIN
What if we super glue all the desks 
shut?
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LUCAS
Enough. I'm already grounded 
because of you.

DUSTIN
We haven't done anything yet.

LUCAS
You woke up my bratty little 
sister, who woke up my mom and said 
I hit her. Now I'm grounded. 

DUSTIN
Then you've got nothing to lose. If 
you were my friend, you'd do this. 

MAX
Do what?

He ignores her again. Lucas rolls his eyes.

LUCAS
Dustin wants to pull a senior 
prank.

WILL
But we're not seniors.

LUCAS
That's what I said.

DUSTIN
If we pull this off, we'll have 
king status next year.

MIKE
Not if the real seniors kill us for 
getting in the way.

LUCAS
Said that too.

MAX
They'll only kill us if we get 
caught. I'm in.

DUSTIN
Who asked you?

Dustin storms off in a huff.

MAX
What's his problem?
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Lucas shrugs. They head inside.

INT. HAWKINS MIDDLE SCHOOL - SCIENCE CLASS - DAY

MR. CLARKE stands before the class on pins and needles.

MR. CLARKE
We are on the forefront of history. 
A monumental celestial event will 
take place in Hawkins tonight. And 
according to a close, personal 
colleague at NASA, this hasn't 
happened for over 120 years. 

While our gang is riveted, a majority of the class is bored.

DUSTIN
Cool.

MR. CLARKE
Who can guess what it is?

Mike raises his hand. Mr. Clarke calls on him.

MR. CLARKE (CONT’D)
Mike.

MIKE
Halley's Comet.

MR. CLARKE
Close, but you're about a couple of 
years off. Anyone? A Perseid meteor 
shower.

Everyone stares back at him, at a loss. He revs up a 
projector, showing them IMAGES OF A METEOR SHOWER.

MR. CLARKE (CONT’D)
Perseid meteor showers are 
associated with the comet Swift-
Tuttle, which has an orbital period 
very similar to Halley's. The name, 
Perseid, originates from Greek 
mythology... 

As he drones on, Will tunes out and begins sketching in his 
notebook. His pencil moves swiftly and soon it is clear he is 
sketching the Nightmare Man. 

Will looks up and catches Eleven looking at his sketch, her 
eyes wide with recognition. 
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MR. CLARKE (CONT’D)
Now, tonight we will be taking a 
voluntary field trip to Bowers 
Field which will give us the best 
view. And you kids are in for a 
treat. These meteors can reach a 
rate of 60, sometimes 70 miles per 
hour.

Mike leans over, whispering to Eleven.

MIKE
We should skip the bus. Get out 
their early so we can get a good 
spot to watch. And I was thinking 
we could have a picnic. Just us.

This captures Eleven's attention.

ELEVEN
Just us?

MIKE
Is that okay?

She nods. She looks away and something else catches her 
attention. 

Outside the window, she sees a MAN IN A TRENCH COAT watching 
her from across the street. 

Eleven looks away, unnerved. She looks back. He's gone.

INT. HAWKINS HIGH SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

A BELL BLARES. Students file out of class into the hallway. 
NANCY and Jonathan exit the classroom, hands linked.

NANCY
It's normal for your mother to be 
overprotective. Will's been through 
so much.

JONATHAN
It's more than that. I think she's 
avoiding.

NANCY
Avoiding what?

JONATHAN
There's this box with Bob's things. 
She didn't want any of it. 
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NANCY
Maybe it's too hard.

JONATHAN
I guess. Last week she threw out a 
Valentine's Day card he got her. 
It's like she wants to pretend he 
didn't exist or something. Like 
she's afraid to fall apart.

NANCY
It's not like I handled Barb's 
death well.

JONATHAN
That was different. You couldn't 
talk about it until we exposed the 
truth. 

STEVE closes his locker, walks alongside them.

STEVE
Guess what? Got that ice cream 
parlor gig for the summer. Hey, 
maybe that's what I'll do. Scoop 
ice cream for the rest of my life. 
Who needs college.

NANCY
You're getting into college, Steve. 

STEVE
Why would they take me? There's not 
much to brag about. I'll just be 
another Hawkins Has-Been. 

NANCY
You saved our lives. You saved my 
brother's life and his friends.

STEVE
I can't exactly put monster slayer 
on my applications. 

JONATHAN
None of us really has any idea what 
comes next. 

NANCY
And lucky for us, there's still 
time to figure it out.

They continue up the hallway. Steve spots Dustin and breaks 
away to talk to him.
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STEVE
Shouldn't you be over at the middle 
school? You're not a freshman yet.

DUSTIN
I... had to go to the bathroom.

STEVE
Pretty sure they have bathrooms 
over there.

DUSTIN
They're all broken.

STEVE
Hey. What's this I hear about you 
trying to pull a Senior Prank?

DUSTIN
Shh. Don't go broadcasting it.

STEVE
You can't out prank a senior. 
You'll get your ass kicked.

DUSTIN
Or I'll become a legend.

STEVE
Trust me, kid, being a legend isn't 
all it's cracked up to be.

DUSTIN
Says the most popular guy in 
school.

STEVE
Am I the most popular? Nice. You 
know, two heads are better than 
one.

DUSTIN
Lucas shoots down all my ideas.

STEVE
Who says we need him?

Off Dustin, intrigued.

INT. HAWKINS MIDDLE SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY

Mike, Eleven and Will head up the hallway. JENNIFER HAYES 
(12), cute and sweet, walks up to Will. 
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JENNIFER
Hey, Will. Walk me to class?

WILL
Uh, sure. Just a second.

Eleven watches as Will heads over to his locker and unlocks 
it. He places his notebook inside and shuts it back.

He rejoins Jennifer and they head to class. 

MIKE
That's Jennifer Hayes. She totally 
cried at Will's funeral. I guess 
this means she likes him.

ELEVEN
I have to go to the bathroom.

MIKE
Okay. We'll meet you in class.

Mike leaves. Eleven heads for the bathroom, but then she 
doesn't head inside. She goes to Will's locker. She looks 
around. 

The hallway is mostly empty. No one is watching. 

She uses her powers, his locker UNLOCKS. She takes out the 
notebook and opens it to his drawing of the Nightmare Man.

She rips out the sketch and puts the notebook back, then 
closes the locker. She hurries off to class. Doesn't see Will 
spying on her from around the corner.

Will leans back against the wall. Takes a few deep breaths. 
What does this mean?

BULLY
Wake up, freak!

Will snaps out of it as the BULLY passes by. He steps away 
from the wall. Calms down.

Behind him, The Nightmare Man is right there! Melded into the 
wall. But Will does not see him. He continues on to class. 

INT. MELVALD'S GENERAL STORE - DAY

Joyce is restocking allergy medicine. Hopper comes up the 
aisle. He looks beat.
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JOYCE
What happened to you?

HOPPER
Growing pains. Got any aspirin?

She heads further up the aisle. Grabs him a bottle of aspirin 
and hands it to him.

HOPPER (CONT’D)
Thanks. Hey, is Will still having 
nightmares? Sorry, I didn't mean to 
just blurt it out.

JOYCE
He hasn't been sleeping. I let him 
have a sleepover on a school night 
hoping it might help.

HOPPER
Jane's having nightmares. 

He rubs his head, winces. It's still tender.

JOYCE
You're calling her Jane now?

HOPPER
It's her name.

JOYCE
What kind of nightmares?

HOPPER
She won't talk about them, but it's 
bad.

JOYCE
Will won't talk to me either. Does 
Jane sense something? Is it the 
gate? Maybe she didn't close it 
like she thought.

HOPPER
I saw it for myself. She closed it. 
I think it's just stress of it all. 
We've all been through a lot.

JOYCE
All the books say to be patient. 
Remind him that he's safe. How do I 
tell him there's nothing to be 
afraid of when I have no way of 
knowing if this is really over?
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HOPPER
Listen to me. It's over. 

Off Joyce, trying to hear him, but not ready to believe that.

EXT. HOPPER'S HOUSE - DAY

Eleven rides up on her bike. She pauses. Feels like someone 
is watching her. She looks around, but doesn't see anyone. As 
she parks... her instinct was right. 

STRANGER'S POV: In the bushes. Someone watches her go inside.  

INT. ELEVEN'S BEDROOM - DAY

Eleven take out her sketch and lines it up with Will's 
sketch. She was right, they're the same.

KEYS JINGLING. Hopper's home. She shoves the sketches under 
her pillow.

INT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Eleven comes out of her bedroom as he enters. He's carrying 
grocery bags. 

HOPPER
Hey. I got marshmallows. Can't 
watch a meteor shower without 
marshmallows. And you'll need bug 
spray, flashlight. What time am I 
dropping you off for the bus?

ELEVEN
Mike and I are going at 5:15. 

HOPPER
You skipping the bus? What, you 
meeting the rest of your friends?

She nods.

HOPPER (CONT’D)
Okay. Well, you better get dressed.

INT. BATHROOM - DAY

Eleven quickly brushes her teeth. She combs her hair. Not 
really sure what to do with it.
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INT. ELEVEN'S BEDROOM - DAY

Eleven flips through a Seventeen magazine. She notices a 
TEENAGE GIRL wearing her hair up to the side with a 
scrunchie. Eleven's got one of those. 

She pulls her hair up to the side with it. Frowns. It doesn't 
look like the photo. She takes it down. Decides to leave her 
hair as is. 

She picks up a tube of pink lipstick, then pops off the top. 

NANCY (PRE-LAP)
Stick out your lips like this.

INT. NANCY'S BEDROOM - DAY (FLASHBACK)

It's the night of the Snowball. Eleven and Nancy are all 
dressed up. Nancy puckers her lips. Eleven copies, puckering. 
Nancy puts the pink lipstick on Eleven. It feels weird. 

NANCY (CONT’D)
There. Now, we take the tissue and 
blot.

Nancy demonstrates, blotting with the tissue. Eleven 
imitates, biting more than blotting. 

NANCY (CONT’D)
Like this.

Nancy shows her again. This time Eleven gets it. 

Eleven looks at herself in the mirror. She smiles. 

NANCY (CONT’D)
You look gorgeous.

ELEVEN
Gorgeous?

NANCY
It's like pretty, but way cooler.

Eleven likes the sound of that. 

NANCY (CONT’D)
Mike already left for the dance, so 
you can finish getting dressed here 
if you want. He is gonna die when 
he sees you.

Eleven's smile fades.
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NANCY (CONT’D)
Not literally. 

(hands her the lipstick)
Keep it. For next time. 

Eleven smiles again. Grateful.

INT. ELEVEN'S BEDROOM - DAY (BACK TO PRESENT)

Eleven puckers her lips and paints on the lipstick. She 
blots, then checks. It looks good. She places the top back on 
the lipstick. 

She chooses a pretty sundress from her closet. She holds it 
up as she checks it out in the mirror. She smiles.

INT. KITCHEN - DAY

Hopper is cooking dinner. Eleven exits her bedroom.

HOPPER
Want something to eat before you 
go?

Hopper notices the dress.

HOPPER (CONT’D)
Why are you wearing a dress? You'll 
freeze. Go change. Jeans. T-shirt. 
Jacket.

(then he notices)
Are you wearing lipstick?

Eleven squirms. Not sure of the mistake she's made.

HOPPER (CONT’D)
Look, the Snow Ball was one thing, 
but you're too young for lipstick. 
When you said you and Mike were 
meeting up, did you mean alone? 
Just the two of you?

ELEVEN
Yes.

HOPPER
Is this a date?

ELEVEN
What's a date?

Crap. He walked right into that one.
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HOPPER
It's when you take someone out to 
get to know them better. You have 
food. Maybe see a movie. But none 
of that matters because you're not 
dating until you're 30. Got it?

He hands her a napkin. She sighs, wipes off the lipstick.

HOPPER (CONT’D)
Better. They'll be plenty of time 
for all that stuff. This is the 
first time in your whole life you 
get to be a kid. So, be a kid.

The doorbell RINGS. 

Eleven checks the window. She opens the door. It's Will. She 
steps aside for him to enter.

HOPPER (CONT’D)
I thought you said you were going 
with Mike?

WILL
Hey, Hopper. I mean Sheriff.

HOPPER
Hopper's fine. Off duty.

WILL
(to Eleven)

Can we talk?

Eleven nods. Will follows her to her bedroom. 

Hopper goes back to cooking. He can't help himself. He 
returns to the hallway entrance and pokes his head around the 
corner. 

Will enters Eleven's bedroom. Eleven sees Hopper. She closes 
the bedroom door.

Hopper frowns.

HOPPER
Huh. 

He returns to the kitchen, goes back to cooking.

HOPPER (CONT’D)
I guess I'll just mind my business.
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INT. ELEVEN'S BEDROOM - DAY

Eleven sits on her bed with Will.

WILL
Why did you take my picture?

Eleven is surprised.

WILL (CONT’D)
I saw you. 

Eleven reaches under her pillow and takes out his drawing and 
her sketchbook. Will gasps.

WILL (CONT’D)
You saw him too?

Will's breathing quickens.

WILL (CONT’D)
It's happening again.

Eleven places her hand over his. 

ELEVEN
No. We're safe. 

Will shakes his head. 

WILL
He tried to take you. In my dream, 
you couldn't stop him. Who is he? I 
know you know who he is. Tell me!

ELEVEN
The Nightmare Man.

WILL
Is he coming for us?

Off Eleven, unsure. 

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

INT. WHEELER HOUSE - KITCHEN - NIGHT

Mike is making sandwiches. Nancy enters.

NANCY
I thought this wasn't a date.

MIKE
It's not a date.

NANCY
You're cooking.

MIKE
It's PB & J.

NANCY
You've never made PB & J for a girl 
before.

MIKE
Shut up.

NANCY
You should pack some strawberries. 
Girls like strawberries. 

MIKE
I said shut up.

NANCY
Unless she's allergic. Is she 
allergic?

MIKE
How should I know?

NANCY
Well, she's your girlfriend, right?

MIKE
She's... I don't know. We haven't 
talked about it. Just butt out. 

Nancy turns to leave and spots a small bouquet of flowers on 
the table. She gushes.

NANCY
You bought her flowers?

Mike blushes. He throws a slice of bread at her. 
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MIKE
Just leave me alone.

Nancy backs off and makes her exit. KAREN WHEELER, Mike's 
mother, enters.

KAREN
What's all this?

MIKE
Nothing.

Mike finishes packing the sandwiches into his backpack and 
grabs the flowers. He stops and thinks about it. He goes into 
the fridge and grabs a pack of strawberries. Stuffs them into 
his backpack.

KAREN
Where are you going?

MIKE
I told you. I have a field trip.

He takes off. Karen watches him go, confused. 

Nancy returns. She grabs an orange.

KAREN
You're brother is acting weirder 
than usual.

NANCY
He's got a date.

KAREN
A date? With who? Wait, not that 
Russian girl.

NANCY
Relax, mom. It's just a date.

KAREN
It's his first date. I didn't even 
get a picture.

Nancy leaves her mother to fret. 

INT./EXT. HOPPER'S HOUSE - NIGHT

Mike rides up on his bike. He walks up to the front door and 
knocks. He's nervous. 
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Eleven answers. She's changed into jeans and a t-shirt, but 
she still looks beautiful. 

MIKE
Hey. You look... really nice. 

ELEVEN
Thanks.

MIKE
Ready to go?

She opens the door a little further to reveal Will is 
standing there.

Mike's face falls.

MIKE (CONT’D)
I thought it was just going to be 
us. But... it's okay. He can come 
too. I guess.

Mike looks away, embarrassed. He goes back to his bike.

Will whispers to Eleven.

WILL
Don't tell him. Please?

Hopper approaches.

HOPPER
Tell him what?

Eleven and Will exchange a look. 

WILL
I'm... flunking math.

HOPPER
Really? Your mom said you were on 
the honor roll.

WILL
I meant Eleven is flunking math. 
But don't worry, I'm gonna help her 
study.

HOPPER
I'm sure she'll appreciate the 
assistance.

Hopper exchanges his own look with Eleven. He's not buying 
this lie for one second. 
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HOPPER (CONT’D)
You kids have a good time. Stay out 
of trouble.

That sounded like a warning.

Will and Eleven exit the house. They get on their bikes.

MIKE 
We should get going. It's getting 
late.

WILL
Actually, I was gonna ride the bus. 
See you guys out there.

MIKE
Okay.

Will peddles away. Mike watches him go, curious.

MIKE (CONT’D)
Why was he here?

ELEVEN
He wanted to talk.

MIKE
About what?

ELEVEN
It's private.

Mike is taken aback.

MIKE
But I'm his best friend. If 
something's wrong, I should know.

Eleven doesn't budge.

MIKE (CONT’D)
You know what? I think I should 
ride the bus too.

He rides away.

ELEVEN
No, Mike. Mike.

He doesn't look back. 
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INT./EXT. SCHOOL BUS - NIGHT

Mike steps onto the bus with his gear. The bus is not very 
full. Mostly Mike's friends and a few other science geeks. 
Regardless, Mr. Clarke is excited. 

MR. CLARKE
You ready for an adventure?

Mike is less excited.

MIKE
Yeah. Sure.

Mike walks down the aisle and finds Dustin and Will. He sits 
with Dustin.

DUSTIN
I thought you were heading over 
with El.

MIKE
I don't want to talk about it.

Dustin gets it.

DUSTIN
Women. Right?

He looks over at Max who is sitting with Lucas.

DUSTIN (CONT’D)
Her loss.

The bus engine cranks on and the bus pulls out. 

Will leans over to Mike.

WILL
Mike, I'm sorry. I didn't mean to 
mess things up with you and El. I 
was just helping her with 
something.

MIKE
Helping her with what?

Will pauses. 

WILL
Just some math homework.
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MIKE
If it was just math homework, why 
did she say it was private?

Will leans back in his seat. 

Mike scoffs, furious. Dustin is confused.

DUSTIN
Wait, did something happen with 
Will and El?

MIKE
Just forget it.

Mike takes out his Walkman and puts on his headphones. He 
hits play, starting up an 80's ROCK SONG.

EXT. BOWERS FIELD - NIGHT

The class makes their way across the field with Mr. Clarke. 
Some are carrying telescopes. Blankets to sit on.

Lucas walks with Max. Dustin with Mike. Will trails back.

DUSTIN
It's just, you guys never fight.

MIKE
I said forget it. 

Eleven approaches Mike. She's been waiting for him.

ELEVEN
Mike. Don't be mad.

MIKE
I'm not mad.

ELEVEN
Yes, you are.

DUSTIN
You two should talk.

Dustin leaves them to it. But neither one of them says 
anything. Finally, Mike digs into his backpack and takes out 
the flowers. They're kind of smashed. 

MIKE
I got you flowers.

Eleven takes them, grateful.
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ELEVEN
Pretty.

MIKE
They got kind of messed up on the 
bus. I'm sorry for getting mad, but 
Will is my friend. I just want to 
help him.

ELEVEN
Talk to him.

MIKE
I tried. He lied to me. He said you 
were studying math.

ELEVEN
Try again.

MIKE
Not tonight. Let's just watch the 
meteor shower. Okay?

ELEVEN
Okay.

Mike rolls out a sleeping bag for them to sit on. He takes 
out the PB & J sandwiches and hands her one. 

ELEVEN (CONT’D)
Thanks.

Lucas and Max get set up nearby, as do Will and Dustin. 

DUSTIN
(to Will)

Can't you just give me a hint?

WILL
There's nothing to tell.

DUSTIN
Bullshit there's nothing to tell. 
Unless... do you have a crush on 
El?

WILL
What? No. I like Jennifer. 

DUSTIN
If you like her so much, how come 
she's not here?

He's got him there.
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WILL
If I tell you, you'll just freak 
out.

DUSTIN
You not telling me is freaking me 
out.

WILL
I had dream about a man. He didn't 
have a face.

DUSTIN
I had dream where my teeth fell 
out. It was pretty gross.

WILL
El had the same dream.

DUSTIN
She had a dream about her teeth 
falling out?

WILL
No. She called him the Nightmare 
Man. She said she's seen him 
before. A long time ago. And now 
he's back.

Will hyperventilates. 

DUSTIN
Dude, are you okay?

Will takes a few deep breaths.

WILL
I'm okay.

DUSTIN
You should tell Mike.

WILL
I don't want him to worry about me 
anymore. I just want to be normal.

DUSTIN
Dude, nothing about you is normal.

Will gets up and runs off. He heads for the forest.

DUSTIN (CONT’D)
Will, wait. I just meant... ah, 
man. Not the forest.
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He goes after him.

BACK TO MIKE AND ELEVEN

They're eating in silence. Mike sips his Capri Sun. He looks 
up at the sky.

MIKE
Should start any minute.

Eleven looks up, waiting.

MIKE (CONT’D)
Are you allergic to strawberries? 

(off her confusion)
It's when you get really sick when 
you eat something you shouldn't.

Mike takes out the strawberries and hands her one. She takes 
a bite. She likes it.

MIKE (CONT’D)
I guess that means you're not 
allergic. Nancy said I should know 
stuff like that if you're my 
girlfriend.

Eleven's eyes go wide.

MIKE (CONT’D)
You know what that means?

ELEVEN
Erica Kane. On the TV. She had lots 
of boyfriends. Do I have to have 
lots of boyfriends?

MIKE
What? No! You just have one. If you 
want one.

Eleven considers this. She smiles. Mike slides his hand 
slowly over to hers until they touch. 

DUSTIN (O.C.)
Mike! Mike! 

Dustin runs up to them, spoiling the moment.

DUSTIN (CONT’D)
I can't find him.

MIKE
Find who?
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DUSTIN
Will.

Mike and Eleven share a worried look. They jump up and follow 
Dustin towards the forest.

MIKE
Lucas!

Lucas and Max see them running. 

MAX
Where are they going?

Lucas and Max follow them.

EXT. FOREST - NIGHT

Will walks through the woods. This was a bad idea. He's 
already lost. He tries to listen for the group.

MR. CLARKE (O.S.)
Everyone! Look up! It's starting.

Will sighs with relief and heads towards Mr. Clarke's voice. 
He takes a moment to look up.

The Perseid Shower has begun. Dozens of meteors shoot across 
the sky. It's an awesome spectacle. For a moment, Will isn't 
scared. It's a wonderful sight.

He looks ahead, sees the way out. Then he sees his friends.

MIKE
Will!

He heads towards them.

DUSTIN
Will! Behind you!

Will stops. He's too scared to look back, but he does.

FLASH. A camera goes off in his face. It's the man in the 
trench coat. The man who was watching Eleven and following 
her. He's a REPORTER.

REPORTER
Hal Richards, Inquisitor. So, is it 
true? Were you really possessed? 

Will backs away, falling to the ground. The reporter keeps 
snapping pictures. The flashes are blinding.
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Mike and the others run over and block him from Will.

MIKE
Get away from him.

REPORTER
Hey, I'm just trying to get to the 
truth. 

(to Eleven)
And you. The Russian doll, right? 
They say you have powers. Well, 
come on. Let's see them.

Mike looks to Eleven and shakes his head. No.

Eleven steps forward.

MIKE
El, no.

The reporter taunts Eleven.

REPORTER
Give me your best shot.

Eleven obliges... kicking him right in the balls. He doubles 
over in pain.

LUCAS
Doh!

DUSTIN
Did you see that?

Max grabs the reporter's camera.

MAX
Come on.

They help Will up and take off. 

REPORTER
Hey, come back with my camera!

Too late. They're gone. The reporter recovers.

REPORTER (CONT’D)
Bitch.

He turns to find the Nightmare Man a few feet away. 

REPORTER (CONT’D)
Little early for Halloween.



42.STRANGER THINGS       "The Nightmare Man"

The Nightmare Man approaches him.

REPORTER (CONT’D)
Yeah. Okay. This town is full of 
weirdos.

The Nightmare Man is still coming. 

The Reporter backs up. 

REPORTER (CONT’D)
Look, pal, I've got mace. Ah, to 
hell with this.

He runs. Stops. The Nightmare Man is suddenly in front of 
him. It grabs onto the sides of the reporter's head. His EYES 
GO WHITE.

REPORTER (CONT’D)
I can't see. I can't see!

He stumbles backwards and falls. His head SMACKS the side of 
a small boulder. He falls still. Blood oozes down his 
forehead.

EXT. BOWERS FIELD - NIGHT

The group makes it out of the forest, running right into Mr. 
Clarke.

MR. CLARKE 
What's going on? I heard screaming.

MIKE
We were just exploring.

MR. CLARKE
Guys, I expect better from you. 
This is a once and a lifetime event 
and you're missing it.

DUSTIN
Sorry, Mr. Clarke. 

They all make their way back to the rest of the class.

MIKE
Will, are you okay?

WILL
I'm okay. 
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LUCAS
We should go before that guy comes 
after us.

MIKE
There's too many people. He won't 
risk it. 

LUCAS
You sure about that?

DUSTIN
How much do you think he knows?

MAX
One way to find out.

She holds up the camera.

INT. HIGH SCHOOL - DARK ROOM - NIGHT

Jonathan is developing the photos from the camera.

EXT. DARK ROOM - CONTINUOUS

The group waits. Will fidgets, furious.

WILL
Why would you tell Jonathan?

MIKE
We need someone to develop the 
photos. It's not like we can just 
take them to Photo Max.

WILL
But he's gonna tell my mom. I can't 
keep doing this to her. 

MIKE
Then we won't tell her. Not unless 
we have to. 

Steve walks up.

MIKE (CONT’D)
(to Steve)

What are you doing here?

STEVE
What? You can't do this without me. 
I'm the Prank King.
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DUSTIN
This isn't about the prank.

STEVE
Then what is it about?

LUCAS
(to Dustin)

Why would you call him?

DUSTIN
We don't know what we're up 
against. Do you want to fight it?

STEVE
Whoa, I'm not fighting anything. 
Last time my face ended up 
hamburger meat. Sometimes, my left 
nostril whistles for no reason at 
all.

Jonathan opens the dark room door. 

JONATHAN
You called Steve?

STEVE
Let's get this over with.

They all enter the dark room.

INT. DARK ROOM - CONTINUOUS

The photos hang around the room. Photos of Will. Photos of 
Eleven.

JONATHAN
He's been following you for awhile.

DUSTIN
This is bad. This is very bad.

MAX
He doesn't have any proof. Not 
anymore.

LUCAS
We can't be sure of that.

MIKE
If he had anything, he would've 
exposed them by now.
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LUCAS
I hope you're right.

Mike takes down a photo of Eleven.

MIKE
(to Jonathan)

Destroy them. All of them.

JONATHAN
You sure?

MIKE
Yeah. I'm sure.

Eleven looks at another photo of Will in the forest. Her eyes 
go wide.

MIKE (CONT’D)
What is it?

Will follows her gaze to the photo. It's a shot of him 
looking up at the meteor shower. Behind him, further back in 
the trees, there is a DARK FIGURE IN THE SHADOWS watching 
him. It's seems too short to be the Nightmare Man. 

MIKE (CONT’D)
Who is that?

DUSTIN
Is that the Nightmare Man?

MIKE
(to Will)

You told Dustin?

JONATHAN
Told him what?

STEVE
What's a Nightmare Man? Forget it. 
I don't want to know.

He turns to leave, but Mike beats him to it, storming out. 

JONATHAN
Look, we made a deal. You guys tell 
me when something bad is going on. 
No more secrets.

STEVE
You heard him. Spill it.
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Will looks to Eleven. It's time. It's time to tell them 
everything.

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

INT. SCIENCE CLASSROOM - NIGHT

Mike and his friends stand around the teacher's desk with 
Jonathan. They're examining the photo.

Steve enters with his bat - the spiked bat.

STEVE
All right. Who are we fighting?

JONATHAN
I can't tell who it is. I would 
have to enhance the photo.

MIKE
How long is that gonna take?

JONATHAN
Another hour or so.

LUCAS 
It's probably just another 
reporter. 

Will's eyes narrow.

WILL
The Nightmare Man.

(to Eleven)
You said he wasn't real. You said 
it was just a dream.

DUSTIN
Like Freddy Krueger. Oh man, does 
this mean we could die in our 
sleep?

MIKE
We have to stop him.

DUSTIN
How? He's in our dreams! 

(realizes)
He made my teeth fall out.

LUCAS
What the hell are you talking 
about? Your teeth are fine.
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DUSTIN
Which means, maybe he can't really 
hurt us.

STEVE
(to Jonathan)

Are you following this?

JONATHAN
Not even a little.

MAX
Maybe we can trap him.

STEVE
You can't trap a ghost. Wait, is it 
a ghost?

WILL
It's... it's here.

Behind Mike, the Nightmare Man. It's just like the dream 
Eleven had before. It reaches for Mike.

ELEVEN
No!

Eleven holds out her hands, using her power against it. But 
nothing happens. Everything around him goes FLYING... 
desks... books... papers. But she can't stop him.

The Nightmare Man grabs Mike by his head. His EYES GO WHITE.

LUCAS
Mike!

Eleven doesn't know what to do. She's powerless. 

Jonathan snatches Mike away from the Nightmare Man. Steve 
raises his bat. He aims it at the Nightmare Man, ready to 
rumble.

STEVE
Do me a favor? Watch the nose.

He swings. It goes STRAIGHT THROUGH, hitting nothing but mist 
that dissolves away.

STEVE (CONT’D)
Holy shit. It is a ghost.

LUCAS
Where did it go?
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They all look around.

DUSTIN
Where is it?

MAX
I think it's gone.

Eleven rushes to Mike's side, cradling his head in her hands 
as she cries.

ELEVEN
Mike. Wake up, Mike.

He's still. Too still. Then suddenly, he takes a deep breath. 
He opens his eyes. They're normal again.

JONATHAN
How is he? Is he okay?

Mike sits up slowly.

MIKE
I'm okay. 

DUSTIN
Holy shit, dude. We thought you 
were dead.

MIKE
It felt like I was. It was cold. 
Dark. I saw... the lab. There was a 
girl. She had dark hair. Dark skin.

QUICK FLASH - Young Eight in the corridor of Hawkins 
Laboratory. A dark fog consumes her.

BACK TO PRESENT

ELEVEN
Sister. 

LUCAS
Sister? What sister?

MIKE
The one El met in the city. 

DUSTIN
El has a sister? 

MIKE
Kind of. That scientist did 
experiments on her too. 



50.STRANGER THINGS       "The Nightmare Man"

DUSTIN
Does she have powers?

MIKE
She can make you see things.

DUSTIN
Wicked.

STEVE
We didn't just see that thing. It 
attacked you.

MIKE
Or maybe she's messing with us.

Mike looks back at the photo. He shows it to Eleven again.

MIKE (CONT’D)
That's her, isn't it? 

Eleven nods.

LUCAS
If El can't fight her, we don't 
stand a chance.

MIKE
What do you mean? El can take on 
anyone. 

LUCAS
But she can't. Just now, her powers 
didn't work. It's like she was 
broken or something.

MIKE
She's not broken. If her sister is 
making us see things, that means 
the Nightmare Man isn't real. And 
if he's not real--

WILL
Then her powers wouldn't work.

MIKE
That means we have to find her. And 
I know where we can look.

EXT. BOWERS FIELD - NIGHT

It's dark. Fog rolling in. Your basic horror movie nightmare. 
The group pulls up in separate cars - Jonathan's and Steve's. 
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DUSTIN
This is insane. She can't still be 
out here.

MIKE
I know that. But she might have 
left something behind. Something 
that can help us find her.

They stop just at the edge of the forest.

STEVE
Do we really have to go in there?

LUCAS
I'm not going in there.

SNAP. 

MIKE
Did you guys hear that?

A car pulls up. It's Nancy. She steps out of her car.

NANCY
Somebody want to tell me what's 
going on?

MIKE
Who called my sister?

DUSTIN
We're going up against a chick who 
can make us see monsters. We need 
all the help we can get.

NANCY
Mike, what's going on?

MIKE
We'll fill you in later. Come on.

Mike runs into the forest. Eleven follows him.

LUCAS
What the hell are you doing? Damn 
it.

They others have no choice. They run after them.
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INT. FOREST - CONTINUOUS

Mike and Eleven reach the area where they found Will. They 
look around.

MIKE
We're not afraid of you.

He steps backwards as he circles around. He falls, tripping 
over the reporter's body. 

Holy shit! He backs away from it. 

The others finally catch up. They see the body.

MAX
Oh my God.

Max turns away, into Lucas's arms.

MIKE
She killed him. 

JONATHAN
We have to call Hopper.

WILL
No, he'll call mom. 

JONATHAN
He's dead, Will. We have to.

EXT. BOWERS FIELD - LATER 

Hopper steps out of the forest. His DEPUTIES are blocking off 
the crime scene.

He approaches Eleven and her friends. 

HOPPER
What were you kids still doing out 
here? That meteor shower was over 
hours ago.

MIKE
It's a long story.

HOPPER
I'm all ears.

MIKE
That reporter. We know how he died.
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HOPPER
Yeah. Me too. He fell. Cracked his 
skull on a rock and bled out.

The kids exchange looks.

HOPPER (CONT’D)
Something else I need to know?

(to Eleven)
Don't lie to me. "Friends don't 
lie," right?

MIKE
He didn't just fall.

Off Hopper, waiting for an explanation.

INT. HOPPER'S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Hopper sits with the group. They've told him everything.

HOPPER
So that's what your nightmares are 
about? This man with no face.

Eleven nods. 

MIKE
But he's not real. It was just her 
sister getting in her head.

HOPPER
Why would she do that?

ELEVEN
I left her behind.

HOPPER
You mean after your little teenage 
rebellion road trip? So, where is 
she now?

MIKE
We don't know.

Nancy is beside herself. 

NANCY
So this Nightmare Man can be 
anywhere at any moment? How can we 
trap it if we don't know where it 
will be?
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MIKE
We can't trap him. He's not real. 
But Eight is.

NANCY
Eight?

MIKE
She also goes by Kali.

NANCY
I am so confused.

STEVE
Right?

WILL
I know where we can find her. In 
our dreams.

MIKE
That's genius.

LUCAS
What do you think we are, dream 
warriors?

MIKE
You don't have to go in. It'll just 
be El and me. 

(to Eleven)
You can use your power to help us 
go in together. Just like in the 
Upside Down.

WILL
I wanna go. I don't want to be 
afraid anymore. 

MIKE
You sure?

WILL
I'm sure.

HOPPER
I'm going too. 

ELEVEN
No.
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HOPPER
You said she killed a man. There's 
no way in hell I'm letting you go 
in alone.

MIKE
If you come, she might not show up. 
Just trust us. If things get bad, 
you'll be able to tell, and you can 
just wake us up. 

Hopper sighs. Doesn't like this one bit. But what choice does 
he have.

LIVING ROOM - LATER

Hopper sets a timer on his watch.

HOPPER
You've got five minutes. 

MIKE
Five minutes?!

HOPPER
Five minutes. Then I'm waking you 
up. 

Mike, Eleven and Will lie down on blankets and pillows laid 
out for them. 

DUSTIN
(to Eleven)

Kick her ass.

STEVE
Yeah, so we don't have to.

Steve's left nostril whistles. He squeezes it and it stops.

Mike, Eleven and Will join hands. Close their eyes. Drifting 
off. 

Hopper starts the clock.

Lucas shakes his head. 

LUCAS
This is a bad idea.

They all go silent. Watching. Waiting.

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FIVE

INT. HAWKINS LABORATORY - CORRIDOR - NIGHT

Mike, Eleven and Will open their eyes, hands still joined. 

MIKE
(to Eleven)

Which way do we go?

Eleven leads them down a corridor. She rounds the corner and 
comes upon the same place she found Eight before, but she's 
not there. They continue on. Coming upon the locked double 
doors from before. 

Eleven looks down at the floor, afraid it might give way 
again.

MIKE (CONT’D)
Don't be afraid.

She nods. She focuses on the doors. They SHAKE and burst 
open. 

They head through the doors. It's colder. They can see their 
own breath. 

WILL
We're getting closer.

Then, the SHADOWS on the wall shift. They swirl, coming 
together to form the Nightmare Man. 

MIKE
Remember, he can't hurt us. 

Will musters all the courage he can. He steps forward.

QUICK FLASHBACK - Will. He's yelling at the Shadow Monster to 
go away. But it overpowers him. 

BACK TO PRESENT

Will hesitates. 

WILL
I can't. He'll get me.

Eleven takes Will's hand again. 

ELEVEN
Together.
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Mike takes his other hand. They walk towards the Nightmare 
Man. Together.

MIKE
We know who you are.

The Nightmare Man shifts again. In the middle of the fog they 
see her... KALI (19). Another shift... they're gone. 

MIKE (CONT’D)
Where is she? We're not afraid of 
you! We're not afraid.

WILL
We're not afraid of you!

This time, Eleven steps forward. Ready to confront her fear.

The Nightmare Man returns. It shifts and becomes DR. BRENNER. 
Now we see it. The Nightmare Man is just a manifestation of 
him. The monster inside of her head.

ELEVEN
Papa.

Eleven closes her eyes. Focuses. 

Dr. Brenner fades away until there is only... Kali. She slow 
claps as she approaches Eleven.

KALI
Well done, Jane. You're stronger 
now. But you've put them all in 
danger once again. And you know 
why? Because you're the monster, 
Jane. I bet they wish they had 
never met you.

MIKE
Shut up! El, don't listen to her.

KALI
Did you hear that? They don't even 
use your real name. You're nothing 
to them.

WILL
No. She's our friend.

KALI
Friend? She opened the gate. She's 
the reason the Shadow Monster came 
after you. She's the reason you'll 
never be normal.
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Will looks over at Eleven. Like or not, he knows Kali's 
right.

KALI (CONT’D)
She brought the nightmare. 

WILL
No. It's not real.

KALI
You saw the photo. It's not the 
first time she let a monster into 
your world.

MIKE
Don't listen to her, she's lying. 
She's just messing with our heads. 
She can't hurt us. 

(then it hits him)
You can't hurt us in here, can you? 
You're powerless.

KALI
Is that what you think?

Kali crosses to Will, not letting up.

KALI (CONT’D)
He's watching you.

QUICK FLASHBACK - The Shadow Monster watching Will. 

BACK TO PRESENT

Will reacts. Kali is in his head, toying with him.

KALI (CONT’D)
You were his favorite, but then he 
saw Jane. Her power. The Shadow 
Monster will come for her, just 
like he came for you. He'll destroy 
anything that gets in his way. None 
of you are safe.

Will whimpers. Trapped in the haunting memory.

WHOOMP! Eleven's powers send Kali flying back. She lands hard 
against a wall. It cracks behind her.

Will snaps back to reality. 

MIKE
(to Will)

Are you okay?
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WILL
Yeah.

Mike turns to Kali. She rises, wiping blood from the side of 
her mouth.

MIKE
You felt that, didn't you? That 
means she can hurt you. Leave us 
alone, or she'll destroy you. And 
if the Shadow Monster comes back, 
she'll destroy him too. She always 
protects us. Always. 

KALI
(to Eleven)

You still don't get it. It's not 
just the Shadow Monster. You think 
an article in a newspaper will stop 
others from coming after you. After 
us? They won't stop. You believe 
that you can live a normal life, 
but you can't.

Will steps forward. No longer afraid.

WILL
She doesn't have to be normal.  
She's a survivor. All of us are.

Mike, Eleven and Will stand firm. Stronger than ever.

ELEVEN
Leave. Don't come back.

KALI
Don't say I didn't warn you.

Hopper's VOICE ECHOES.

HOPPER (V.O.)
Wake up!

INT. HOPPER'S LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Eleven opens her eyes. She sits up. Mike and Will wake up.

DUSTIN
Did you kick her ass?

ELEVEN
She's gone.
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LUCAS
Hell yeah.

Eleven and Mike hug. She turns and hugs Will. It's over. 

INT. BYERS HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Will enters. Joyce sits on the couch smoking a cigarette. 

JOYCE
Sweetheart? Honey, it's late. I 
thought you were spending the night 
with Mike?

WILL
I decided to come home. I needed to 
talk to you.

JOYCE
Come. Sit.

He joins her on the couch.

WILL
It wasn't just me.

JOYCE
What?

WILL
Everything that happened... the 
Upside Down... the Shadow 
Monster... it didn't just happen to 
me, it happened to you too.

JOYCE
Everything's fine, Will. You don't 
have to worry about me.

WILL
You're not fine. You miss Bob, 
don't you? I know you do, because I 
miss him too. 

JOYCE
No. I mean, yes, I do. Bob was a 
wonderful man. He sacrificed 
himself to save us.

WILL
And you feel guilty. He died 
because of me.
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JOYCE
Oh, sweetie. It wasn't your fault. 

WILL
You worry about me all the time so 
you don't have to think about him.

JOYCE
That's not... I have to stay strong 
for you.

WILL
You don't have to be. I'm not 
afraid anymore.

JOYCE
I'm your mother. I'll never stop 
worrying about you. But I promise 
not to worry as much. But you have 
to promise me that you'll talk to 
me if you need to. You can always 
talk to me.

WILL
I promise.

Joyce cries, finally letting her guard down.

JOYCE
Um, Bob's landlord brought over 
some of his things the other day. 
There are some puzzles you might 
like. I think he would want you to 
have them. Want to go check them 
out?

WILL
Sure.

Will follows her out the back door.

EXT. HAWKINS MIDDLE SCHOOL - DAY

Mike, Eleven, Lucas and Will arrive on their bikes.

LUCAS
How can we be sure Kali won't come 
back?

MIKE
We can't be sure. But I know she'll 
think twice about it.
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LUCAS
You better hope so. 

MIKE
Hey, where's Max?

Lucas shrugs.

LUCAS
She said she had something to do.

There's a commotion near the school.

WILL
What's going on?

LUCAS
No way.

The entire exterior has been dressed with toilet paper.

MIKE
He did it. Dustin TPed the school.

LUCAS
How do you know it was Dustin?

MIKE
Who else would hit the middle 
school?

Lucas remains unconvinced.

LUCAS
Toilet paper? Kind of lame if you 
ask me.

INT. HAWKINS MIDDLE SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY

The gang enters and stops in their tracks. It's not just 
toilet paper. There's silly string all over the lockers. 
Balloons in the hallway. Soap bubbles coming out of the water 
fountains.

Inside the classrooms, desks are covered in tin foil. 

MIKE
He didn't just do one prank.

LUCAS
He did them all.
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At the end of the hall stands Dustin, Max and Steve. They 
high five. 

MAX
(to Dustin)

Thanks for letting me help.

DUSTIN
Uh, yeah. You're welcome.

STEVE
(offended)

I helped too.

DUSTIN
Right. He helped a little.

Max smiles at Dustin.

MAX
This is pretty cool.

She walks away. Dustin grins ear to ear.

STEVE
So that's what this was all about. 

DUSTIN
What? She's just a friend.

Steve chuckles.

STEVE
Sure.

INT. WHEELER HOUSE - BASEMENT - DAY

The gang sits in a circle eating pizza. 

WILL
How long did it take?

DUSTIN
All night. Totally worth it.

Lucas clearly is still irritated about the attention Dustin 
is getting.

LUCAS
No, it wasn't. James and Troy said 
they did it and they got suspended. 
They're getting all the glory.
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DUSTIN
And they're cleaning up the mess 
while we eat our victory pizza. You 
have to admit, it's brilliant.

MIKE
But I thought the whole point was 
to prove you were cool. So you 
could get a bunch of cool new 
friends.

DUSTIN
I don't need cool new friends. It's 
like you guys said, we stick 
together, right? No matter what, 
right?

ELEVEN
Right.

Eleven smiles. Everything is finally right with the world 
again.

Lucas sighs. He holds up his soda can.

LUCAS
Fine. To Dustin, the Prank King.

DUSTIN
And Max, the Prank Queen. Couldn't 
have done it without her.

Lucas lowers his soda. He looks between Max and Dustin. 
What's going on here?

THE GROUP
To Dustin and Max!

The groups toast with their cans of soda. Dustin rises and 
takes a bow.

DUSTIN
Thank you. Thank you.

EXT. MOVIE THEATER - NIGHT

Mike and Eleven are in line to see Back to the Future. They 
reach the ticket booth and Mike takes out money to pay.

MIKE
I got it.

He pays and takes the tickets.
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MIKE (CONT’D)
This is a date. Guys have to pay.

Eleven smiles. 

MIKE (CONT’D)
El?

ELEVEN
Yes?

MIKE
Do you want me to call you Jane?

She considers this. Shrugs.

MIKE (CONT’D)
I kind of like El.

She smiles, okay with that.

As they head into the theater, a wind picks up. El feels a 
chill and turns. She looks up towards the sky.

QUICK FLASH of something that looks like the SHADOW MONSTER.

BACK TO ELEVEN

Mike's VOICE snaps Eleven out of her trance.

MIKE (O.C.) (CONT’D)
You okay?

ELEVEN
Yes.

MIKE
Ready?

El looks back at him, then back at the sky. Whatever it was, 
it's gone. For now.

ELEVEN
Ready.

She takes his hand and they head inside the theater together.

END OF EPISODE


